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 Beneficial Use
o Paper vs. Legal

 How Do I Lose A Water Right?
o Abandonment

o Relinquishment

o Lack of Diligence

 Relinquishment Exemptions

 Ecology Decision or Adjudication



Water Right Attributes
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 Priority Date
 Source
 Purpose of Use
 Period of Use
 Instantaneous Quantity & Annual 

Quantity 
 Point of Diversion/Withdrawal
 Place of Use
 Provisions



M e t h o w  W a t e r s h e d  C o u n c i l  – O c t  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3



M e t h o w  W a t e r s h e d  C o u n c i l  – O c t  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3

 Priority Date – Instream Flow Rule
o Methow River – December 28, 1976

o Okanogan River – July 14, 1976

o Columbia River – June 24, 1980

o Yakima Basin* – May 10, 1905

 Locally Senior
o Seasonal Reliability

 Drought
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Seasonal

Continuous
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 Instantaneous Quantity (Qi) 

 Annual Quantity (Qa)
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Consumptive Use (CU) –
Consumptive use includes crop 
evapotranspiration, and water 
evaporated during irrigation 
application (e.g., spray, canopy, 
and wind losses.

“…means use of water whereby there 
is a diminishment of the water source.”

%CU = Ea + %Evap
CU = TIR * %CU
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POL 1210 – Evaluation of Changes to Enable Irrigation of Additional Acreage or 
the Addition of New Purposes of Use to Existing Water Rights

“…a water right may be approved if…there will be no increase in Annual Consumptive 
Quantity (ACQ); there will be no impairment of other water rights.”

PRO 1210 – Calculating and Applying the Annual Consumptive Quantity (ACQ)
“…required to determine that the ACQ under a water right proposed for a change to 
add acreage to an irrigation right or to add purposes of use is no greater after the 
change.”

GUID 1210 – Determining Irrigation Efficiency and Consumptive Use
“…provide guidance to water resource staff for: 1) Determining irrigation efficiency; and 
2) Determining consumptive use associated with irrigation.”

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Plans-policies/Water-rights-dam-safety-policies-procedures-guidan
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 Location, Location, Location
o Mainstem

o Tributary 
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Limitations on Water Use



Mitigation Suitability
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“Mitigation means measures 
that offset adverse effects on 
a water source to eliminate 
impairment and/or detriment 
of the public interest” 
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 Senior water rights

 Instream Flows

 Native American Time 
Immemorial Water Rights

 ESA-listed species*

 Water Quality (TMDL)*

 Recency*
* Under the Public Interest test
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