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METHOW WATERSHED COUNCIL NEARS COMPLETION ON CAPACITY-BUILDING PROJECT 

This spring, the Methow Watershed Council (MWC) received a Washington Department of Commerce grant that 

supports foundational research that will enhance the Council’s capacity to determine and fund future projects.  

Four areas of research were completed in a very short time frame by local consultants Sandra Strieby of Mosaic 

Planning Studio, with assistance from George Schneider; Katie Stege Neal of Reach Studio; and Walt Burt of GSI 

Water Solutions, Inc. MWC used this opportunity to build knowledge, explore feasibility in the four following 

areas. 

 

MWC Council Chair David Asia said, "These four projects, funded by the Washington State Department of 

Commerce and undertaken by the Methow Watershed Foundation and Council, offer practical support to the 

Methow Valley's stewardship of precious water. The projects included researching additional sources of water 

for fire fighting up the Twisp River, elaborating on the thoughtful efforts of municipal officials as they grapple 

with water resources, researching methods of water retention to enhance the valley's water storage 

capacity, and interviewing a broad range of valley residents regarding their perspectives on the current and 

possibly continuing drought effects on fish, recreation, wildlife, agriculture, forest health, and the quality of life 

of all residents." 

 

The Methow Watershed Council will review these works at its next meeting, Wednesday June 25, at 3:00 P.M. 

For more information on joining a meeting, find the current agenda on MWC’s website: 

www.methowwatershed.com. Next steps will be discussed at this and subsequent meetings. The finalized 

documents will be available  on the website after July 1, 2025. 

 

Twisp River Firefighting Water Connection Feasibility Study 

Okanogan Fire District #6, working with the Council, identified the Twisp River near Newby Creek as a top 

priority for determining the feasibility of establishing an emergency water supply for fighting fire.   The land and 

hydrological analyses we are conducting with Reach Studio are the first steps to finding sites that have both 

adequate water and potential access for firefighters and equipment. 

 

Methow Valley Perceptions of Drought: Interview Project 

http://www.methowwatershed.com/


This focused survey taps the expertise of key individuals in the Methow Valley to develop an overview of the 

community’s knowledge of drought.  The interviews will be summarized for common themes, ideas and more, 

resulting in insights on current perceptions of drought, the challenges drought may bring, common concerns or 

questions about drought, and ideas on which to follow up in current work on drought. 

 

Water Retention Strategies: Approaches for the Methow Valley 

Innovative solutions and research on retaining water (such as artificial beaver structures, storage ponds) can 

help address changes in hydrological patterns and support the water needs of people, fish and wildlife  in our 

community.  Mosaic Planning Studio’s white paper surveys local and regional projects to guide readers in 

understanding the variety of methods currently in use and how retention solutions could be applied in the 

Methow Valley.   

 

Municipal Water: Demand, Supply, and Needs – Twisp and Winthrop, Washington 

The Methow Valley is growing.  What are the requirements for future water infrastructure that will meet 

expected growth?  The municipal water white paper reviews demand and supply for water in Twisp and 

Winthrop, and discusses potential for collaboration between the towns and Okanogan County to plan for 

development in unincorporated areas adjacent to the towns.  .   

 

 

METHOW WATERSHED COUNCIL SEEKS NEW MEMBER FOR OPEN POSITION 

 

Methow Watershed Council has a new open position. Position Five serves the lower Methow Valley. 

Requirements: Interested individuals must be residents of the Methow Valley (Water Resources Inventory Area 

48), defined as being registered to vote in Okanogan County. Candidates must live in the lower Methow Valley, 

defined by Township line 33N to the southern extent of WRIA 48. It is helpful to have some knowledge or 

experience with water law, policy or water resources. Please submit inquiries and letters of interest to 

methowwatershed@gmail.com. 

 

The MWC has a 27-year history addressing water resources issues in the Methow Valley. The organization 

considers short- and long-term water issues by serving as an information source, as a catalyst for new ideas and 

by forming strategic partnerships to implement solutions that solve specific issues. To learn more about the 

work of the Council, please visit:  https://www.methowwatershed.com/. 

 

MWC encourages the public to bring water concerns to members of the MWC and to attend monthly meetings 

to learn more. Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesdays of the month at 3:00 p.m. except in July and August. 

Check our website for meeting agendas and confirmations. 

 

https://www.methowwatershed.com/

