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Methow Watershed Projects & Accomplishments ~ Fall 2025

Local Drought Preparedness Planning
Methow Watershed Council is working with Okanogan Conservation District to define key vulnerabilities for
the Methow Valley in drought and identifying solutions as a community. Project runs through 2026.

Washington State Department of Commerce Capacity Grant

Full reports are available on our website.

~Water supply & connection for fighting wildfire

Okanogan Fire District #6, working with the Council, identified the Twisp River
near Newby Creek as a top priority for determining the feasibility of establishing
an emergency water supply for fighting fire. The land and hydrological analyses
we conducted are the first steps to finding sites that have both adequate water
and potential access for firefighters and equipment.

~Understanding Drought - expert and community survey

This focused survey taps the expertise of key groups in the Methow Valley to
develop an overview of the community’s knowledge of drought.

~Water Retention in the Methow Valley

~Water for People: Future Needs and Possible Solutions_ Mazama hydrant and well for
firefighting access.

Funded by Okanogan County Contract and Give Methow

An annual contract with Okanogan County and Give Methow Donations are the
backbone of funding to support everyday administrative functions - facilitating the
work of volunteer council members and ensuring up to date public outreach and
presentations to the public. Funding supports publication of the MWC Newsletter,
meeting preparation, MWC website , and coordination of our work.

Funded by private donations

We created an Information sheet for rural residents about solutions should their
wells become dry or provide insufficient water. This funding also supported a new
working group focused on developing new sources and locations for firefighting
water and initial development for the Local Drought Preparedness Plan Project.

Current Projects: 2026 and Beyond

~MWTC continues to build on the groundwork performed in the last two years through:

Taking the next steps to develop a site to access firefighting water. MWC Council Chair, a Fire District
6 representative, and Methow Valley’s County Commissioner are working on next steps

~Participating with Okanogan Conservation District in the Local Drought Preparedness Planning
Project. We co-hosted two meetings covering the Methow Valley, and are assisting in the gathering of
information regarding vulnerabilities and for drought mitigation projects.

~Summarizing community drought interviews.

~Continuing to provide water information and education to the community through our newsletter,
website, public events, co-hosted events, and developing programs.


https://www.methowwatershed.com/about-5
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wru_mKEnMUwofDZO0HaPU9AypcUdXwTx
https://www.methowwatershed.com/e-newsletters-archive
https://www.methowwatershed.com/
https://www.methowwatershed.com/dry-well-information
https://www.okanogancd.org/_files/ugd/a75605_8209690e5467460fa1cd23afebb67022.pdf

